AIR PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEY
photographs on the south side of the ridge, strips that would be
valueless were their continuity to be interrupted by clouds.
Regarding the higher peaks it did not necessarily follow
that photographs of their summits, when these were wreathed
in smaller clouds, would be valueless. It was, however, clear
that great cloud banks around the peaks would spoil even this
form of photography.
It was only possible to a very limited extent to ascertain
beforehand the cloud conditions likely to be encountered by
the aeroplanes. There was no regular observatory within eighty
miles of the mountain, the nearest permanent one being that
maintained for many years past by the Government of India
at Darjeeling. Cloud conditions at Darjeeling, however, were
by no means necessarily the same as those around Everest and
Makalu—a hundred miles away, this being especially so owing
to the Kangchenjunga group having a special affinity for
attracting clouds to it.
The other observatory, in no way related to the mountain,
was the minor government one at Purnea, our base, 160 miles
distant, where again cloud conditions are totally different from
those over Everest. In autumn and spring the records show that
the skies are nearly always clear at this latter station. At the
same time observers on the ground except in the autumn,
were seldom able to see even rite crest of the mountain owing
to the thick dust-haze rising up from the plains. In short, then,
there seem to be no regular systematic series of observations
from either observatory towards that far-distant peak, Reliance
had consequently to be placed on whatever notes could be
elucidated from the records of previous expeditions supple-
mented by general information.
In ordinary years the second half of September, and the
months of October and November, are those in which the
atmosphere is strikingly clear and free from cloud, due largely
to the monsoon blowing away everything, more especially the
dust-haze.
However, for various reasons, we were compelled to post-
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